


November 2,1994 

Lodi City Council 
Carnagie Forum 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Gentlemen: 

My name is Tanya Vanlandingham , I'm 13 years old and am in the 8th grade 
class of St. Anne's School. I am writing this letter to propose that the 
City of Lodi clean up the downtown area. The problem is: many people 
agree that downtown is not a safe area, businesses are dying; J.C. 
Penney's just moved, Woolworth's closed earlier this year, and recently 
Penny Lane shut down. 

There is really nothing to do in Lodi downtown, in fact when my relatives 
come to visit we go to Stockton or Sacramento for fun. 

Now 1 know what you're thinking where is there going to be room for 
parking? Well, I was thinking that parking lot behind J.C. Penney's which 
is mostly empty can be turned into an underground parking lot. Also you 
might be wondering where are we going to get the money? We can have 
fundraisers or donations. I know many people who would be more than 
willing to help. Finally, what are some of my suggestions for alternative 
businesses that would attract people of all ages. We can put a Macy's or 
other large department store where J.C. Penney's was. We can also put a 
smaller clothing store in a vacant building, such as a Gap clothing store, 
this would draw more people to  Lodi making it come alive, and think of the 
money it would generate! 

We could have quaint little cafes and delis, and perhaps a sit down 



resturant. We might even be able to have a Barnes and Noble Boekstore, or 
maybe a small movie theatre. 

Now don't you think this would be realty nice : a couple of teenagers 
coming out of Macy's with shopping bags and then stopping a t  the deli next 
door for a sandwich. Across the street is a woman and a man brfnging 
their children to a cartoon a t  the movie theatre. Near them are a couple of 
elderly women are sitiing a t  a booth a t  the restuarant laughing over salad. 

Downtown is bustling with people of all ages. 

So what do you think? Maybe you could take some of this into 
consideration. Thank you for your time and cooperation in this matter. 

Since re ly , 

Tanya Vanlandingham 
St. Anne's Eighth Grade 
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4006 W. Woodbridge Rd. 
Lodt,Ca. 95242 
Ncriuhbe( cp , Ic1W 

City Hall of Lodi 
Attention: Mr. Jerry Glen, City Planner 
221 W. Pine St. 
Lodi, Ca. 95240 

Dear Mr. Glenn, 

propose that the City Council of Lodi make an improvement in 
downtown Lodi. 
getting some clothing stores and shopping centers that cater 
individually to the young, teens and the elderly. The City 
Council of Lodi should make changes so that downtown Lodi 
could be enjoyable for all ages. 

people would look forward to going to. 
where all ages are attracted by something. Currently there are 
no shops available for teenagers. To keep people in Lodi, 
instead of having them venture to Stockton, you should get 
together some specialty shops to f i l l  the current vacant stores. 
These changes would provide kids with a place to go rather than 
hang . around doing graffiti and other destructive things. This 
change in the downtown area would also bring in much more 
money instead of having businesses just sitting there not 
providing people with what they want. It would be nice to have a 
bed & breakfast hotel, a department store such as Gotchalks, 
and a restaurant like the Hard Rock Cafe, just to mention a few 
ideas. 

I, Amy Molles, an eighth grader at St. Anne's School, 

First of all, I think that you should consider 

I have reasons for making downtown Lodi a place where 
It needs to be a place 
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I've thought about this thoroughly and il seems that these 
suggestions along with many more from various business people 
would definitely be worth the cost of the changes. Even a local 
fund raiser could help get things rolling and it would also get 
the community working together and supporting each other. 

style, but upgrading them some, would be a good thing to do. 
Even brand naw shups could be designed to look old fashioned 
to fit in with the downtown theme. 1 realize that parking is a 
problem, so if it were at all possible, you could bring in an 
engineer to design an underground parking lot. There should be 
cops and guards roaming around to stop gangs, violence, crime 
and graffiti from happening. 
people with much needed job opportunities. 

In conclusion, I want to remind you that downtown Lodi 
could be a place for people of all ages to go and have unique 
things to see and buy, therefore making a profit and surviving 
through it's current setback. 
now and it's future generations to enjoy. 

Keeping the exteriors of the buildings in the old fashioned 

This would also provide some 

Downtown Lodi could be a place for 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Amy Molles 



i 

i 

Q 



0 '  . 

1 







Mr, Jerry Gknn 
221 w. Pinestract 
M , C A  95240 

Dtar City Council Members of I&: 

1 , M e C .  Wernette,amaneighthgndestudentatSt. Anne's. IpmpsctotheCityGn&l 
of Imdi that it try to miah an effbrt to imprave downtown Ludi to make a bctttr shopping ana 
for all ages. 

I think the only reason people from Stoclttorr and Sammentocome tovisit downtown I d ,  is 
either to & a  report for school, or to see the arch. Downtown Lodi isn't known for its clothing 
stores. Mervyns, Walmart, and met arc all close to one another but not downtown. b p l e  
will go there and get everything they necd fiom clothes to birthday or holiday cards. 

We need something that will attract people of all ages to downtown Mi. Mayk a mini-mall 
or five or six good stom next to or close to one another should be considered. Exampla 
could be 5,7,9 a girls clothes stores for teenagers, a Macys which has clothes, shoes, toys, etc, 
a Gupwear store for girls and boys Toys "R-" Us and also Kids "R" Us. 

Parking is a problem, but I have drought about it a little bit and we could try underground 
plcing, or we could tear down d d  stores that have gone out of business and put a parking lot 
there. Some stores just n d  a new paint job. 

I hope you have listened to my concerns for downtown Mi. I feel if we make a few changes, 
we can have a better downtown Mi where people will want to come and shop. 

Yours always, 

KarieC. Wernette 





C i t y  Hall Of I a d i  
221 West P i n e  
b d i  CA. 95240 

13977 Oak Point Dt. 
tockeford  California 95237 

October 20, 1994 

To t h e  members of t h e  Lodi C i ty  Council, 

I atmn a p p e a l i n g . t o  you today on t h e  r e s t r u c t i o n  of downtown Lodi, 
My name is Sandra Bwanfeldt,and I a t t e n d  S t ,  Anne's schoo1,Although I 
have on ly  l ive in Lodi a s h o r t  f o u r t e e n  years,even I can see t h a t  we 
need t o  make darntown Lodi at tractive to  not only t h e  people of Mi, 
bu t  i n  sur rounding  cormunities as well. 

The b e n i f i t s  of t h i s  uould not only make L o d i  more cmnrsing,it would 
draw t h e  young o u t  of t h e i r  homes and away from t h e i r  televisioam into 
Lodi. 

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  Lodi would become more of a t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  
People from Stockton o r  Lockeford could come t o  Lodi.Now you wonder why 
people  from Stockton would come to  Lodi when t h e y  a l r eady  have so many 
a t t r a c t i o n s  in t h e i r  own city.The reason is  t h a t  t h e  crime rate i n  Lodi 
i s n ' t  even h a l f  of what S tockton ' s  ia.People can come to Lodi without 
worrying about a shoo t ing  o r  burg lary .  

agers i n  t h e  way of c lo th ing .  I f  we could b u i l d  a department s t o r e  f o r  
example,Gottchalks,that had eve ry th ing  under onder one too f , t ha t  could be our  
magnet.Then t h e  o t h e r  shops would g e t  more bus iness .  

t h a t  i n  t h e  park ing  l o t  behind J .C .  Penney's, which is usually empty, we 
could t u r n  t h a t  i n t o  an underground parking area. 
convenient s i n c e  a l l  the  o t h e r  s t o r e s  are w i t h i n  wa lk ing  distance.  

together to make t h i s  i d e a  come a l i v e .  lifter a l l ,  Lodi should be a team. 

Although Lodi has many qua in t  l i t t l e  s h o p s , t h e i r  are no s t o r e s  f o r  teen- 

Of cour se ,bu i ld ing  a stere would create some problems. I was thinking 

This would be easy and 

W i t h  a l l  these t h ings  I have planned, I t h i n k  we could r e a l l y  work 

Sinccrc ly ,  



. .  



George Yagi 
200 S Pleasent St. 
Lodi Ca 95204 

'.11/1/94 

City Hall of Lodi 
Attention:Mr. Jerry Glen City Planner 
2 2 1  W Pine  
Lodi Ca 95240 

Dear, city Council of Lodi 

I have written this letter concerning the downtown area. 
The downtown area is  becoming a ghost town cause all the 
stores are for the elderly. Nothing is there for all 
people. So people go to stores like Wal-Mart and Target. 
Also when you want a new pair of shoes you have to go all 
the way to Stockton cause there aren't many places to look 
for selection in Lodi. Mostly people go downtown for the 
Street fair and Cottage Bakery. If you go downtown and look 
around you won't see anyone walking down the street. For 
the improvement of Lodi here are some of my ideas. Since 
is hot and cold during the year you might want to make an 
indoor mall like the Sherwood Mall in Stockton. So during 
the winter people wouldn't be left out in the cold to get 
sick, and during the summer the  elderly and others won't 
get a heat stroak. You could keep some of the current 
stores and fix the mall so you could have a tunnel that 
stretches over the street to get to other stores and have 
even more stores! You could put all the buildings together, 
make them two stories and on each floor have different 
stores with a hall in between the stores so you could shop 
conveniently under one roof. Just think you'd produce jobs 
and revive downtown Lodi. If the city took care of the mall 
and charged rent for space you'd gain a profit! Just think 
Lodi would even be richer! 
Sincerely, 

1 
George Yagi 
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200s-t st. 
IAdi.ca8 95240 
Nov2,1994. 

AttentionMr. Jerry Glen ,City Planner 
221 W.Pine St. 
Lodi, Ca 95240 

Dear City Council Members, 

I'm Edward Pascual an 8th grader at St. Anne's School and I've lived 
here in Lodi my whole life and I think downtown need a little 
rebuilding.Let me talk to you for a few minutes. 

City Council Members,I think first that our downtown need a bit 
cleaning up,second I think our downtown need more stores for all ages, 
third people needs to feel safe when their shopping.Downtown is a 
place where people shop,but in our city there is a few people that shop 
and those people shop at Cottage Bakery.1 think downtown is in 
need of improvement because all of are big stores like Wolworth and 
JC Pennys are running out of business and going to Walmart because 
downtown is not getting alot of business so we should put a big 
department like Gap,Macy's,or Foot Locker. 

If you think this is too much then let me tell something that these 
stores will bring our city alot of money and more people like from 
Stockton will come to are city because we don't have as much crime 
here then in Stockton and it will bring more jobs for people who are 
unemployed or for high school kids for money when they go to 
college. 

Our restaurants downtown are really hurting execpt Lyons 
which is doing pretty good but we need a good restuarants or coffee 
house that we could relax and have a nice hot cup of coffee or a place 
where talk and eat and talk to your friend .We could have a Italian 
restuarants or another culture restuarants. 

We should clean up Sacremento St. because we could put an 
underground parking lot and attracting more people and helping are 
homeless people found a place to live on cold days that we have in the 
winter and help them found jobs too. 



Thank you ladies and gentleman for 
cooperation to make our downtown a cleaner and 
all ages and have a nice day. 
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st. Arme's school 
2OOsatthPlessantAtFerrre 
I d i  ChiWoda 95240 

frodi ci ty mmcil, city Hall 
A t I s n k h M r .  JerryGlen 
221 w. Pine st. 
Indi Cal i fornh 95240 

IlDarnmn Thaw lhtpe litled in I d i  far f ive  years r#w 
and llbmver I needed sunething, I end up goiq  to sta3ctal m SZEraEnto 
to get it. I propose tomke a few changes in dam tmm Ibdi tomake it 
mwe lively for the teens as well as the elders. I just came upwitha few 
iiks to help L d i  get al the map Idlere it belongsolhere are plenty of 
there but just 
and rake it a better place. This I w i t h  the help of the city council, will 
make more jcbs for the unanplcyed and more incone far uldi. 

selectims.I: feel this will really impruve &MI taJn fadi 

F h s t  of all, I think down tam Icdi needs sanething for the yarngsters 
as well as the elderly. I think we should put up a Gap store or a m ' s  
or maybe even a Foot xccker. These stares are what we teens are inmted in. 
These stores will make frodi a better place to live. Then we should have sum f d l y  
stxres like fired m - 8  or Sizzler.IIrrweyler I think se should relocate the morgue 
to a more isolated area. ?he shops in down town Out-dated, BY adding these 
it will bring more people as well as jabs. ~ c l w  I know what you're thinking. what 
abaut parking? Well thats no probleno Just take tha t  mpty lot in back of J.C Penny 
am3 turn it into under grcxud parking lot. what abut crime? Well the police s t a t i m  
is just a few blocks m y  aild that  shouldn't be to big of a problem. MOJney. 
HOW are se going to get it. tbmm.. that a prcblem. I know,, lets make a fund rasier 
w i t h  a catchy slogan and after a while, it will eventually h i l d  up €or our goal. 

In closing, I would like to thank you for your time. I dp wish you I 

give th is  scme thought. 'xhank you. 

Yours Truly, 
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2803 WHITE OAK WAY 

NOVEMBER 3, 1994 
LODIV CA. 95242 

LODI CITY COUNCIL 
AT": MR JERRY GLEN. CITY PLANNER 
221 W. PINE ST. 

DEAR M R  GLEN: 

I'm Nathan Castanon. I am and have been a resident o f  Lodi all 
my life. I 1 3  years of age and an eighth grade student at St. 
Annes school. I am suggesting to makc doentown Lodi a more fun 
place to b e .  
The first thing 1.m suggesting i s  to put more p o p u l a r  chains 
of clothing stores downtown, such a s :  M a c y ' s .  Copelands (sport 
s h o p ) ,  etc. I also would like to suggest putting a mall in the 
downtown area s u c h  as  Sherwood Mall in Stocktan. Not only will 
i t  increase the economy, but u s  teenagers w i l l  have a great 
place to hang out. I do understand the problem with parking 
and traffic. but with some minor planning and changes, we can 
make Lodi a hot place to be. 
Secondly, we need more stores that suit all ages. babies. k i d s .  
teens, middle aged. and elderly p e o p l e .  Right now I think theres 
a l o t  of e l d e r l v  people's  clothing stores. Now don't p e t  me wrong. 
I think that's great that you're thinking abuot elderly p e o p l e .  
but you can't forget about v o u r  t e e n s  and middle aged population 
either. 
Thankyou f o r  you time and consideration! 

- 
NATHAN I EL CASTANON 
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559 brandvwine 
Lodi Ca.95240 
Oct -2O.1994 

Lod i  C i t v  Council 
221 W. Pine S t .  

Attent I on  I Jerrv  G1 enn 
Lodi Cam 95240 

Dear Lodi C i t v  Council: 

H i  mv name i s  Anne Cannon I am 13 and i n  8th srade at St. 

Anne's School . I am here t o n i g h t  t o  discues s o m e  of m v  

feel ins5 about downtown Lodi. I would like to have it 

come a l i v e  again and l e t  t h e  s t r e e t s  of ~ o d i  b e  b r i g h t  

w i t h  laughter and smiles 24 hours a day. 

The f i r s t  thins 1 would 1 i k e  t o  discuss are 

t he  bu i l d ings .  rhev have been t h e r e  ever since the 190CJ's. 

Thev a re  b e a u t i f u l  and should be res to red  t o  t h e i r  beatitv 

they once showed the  town of L o d i .  I f  w e  made downtown L o d i  

more p leas ing  t o  the  shopper's eve. mavbe peoo le  w o u l d ' n t  

shop al l  over the  country s ide ,  bu t  would stay  ; - i q t  here i n  

Lod i  . 
The second idea o i  mine. is t h a t  t h e r e  is a rea l  

need +or c l o t h i n g  shops mainlv for teenagers and voirnclcr 

People. I th ink  mavbe a Casual C o r n e r  o r  a Limited could 

be placed in t he  vacant shops of J . C .  Fennv and the 0 1  d 

Wool worth S t o r e .  

The t h i r d  thing I wanted to sha re  a r e  t h e  

res t raun ts .  1 Personal lv llke a l l  of them. b u t  the t r ! m t s  

could be cleaned UD some. and W O L I I ~  b e  more invitinq with 

~ o s s l b l  v a p l a n t e r  with Drettv 4 1  owers o r  0 1  ants w e 1  cnmi no 



one inside. Also the idea of sidewalk cafes would be 

something Lodi might do well with. 

Thank you for  letting m e  share m y  ideas w i t h  you, 

and maybe some of  them could be used t o  improve the downtown 

area. 

Sincere1 Y 

hnne Cannon 

a- 
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Abdiac Mr. Jsnp (ilom, CiPllmsr 
221 w. Pine st 
W C A  93240 

To: Tbs MeaPbm of the Indi Ciry Cou#.iL 

I Jennifer Dor Reis, 13 ofst Anne's School am fonnrard today fw &a 
pmpme ofwdngyouto make a o f f .  to ixrqxovo the Dowrdown Area of Lodi. 
DowPtownLodi isdying 'Ibe activity inthe areaio  lowly dimini- There sre only 
a f w  rtonr m Ihe mathst mrke me want to come downtown 

?hen me dm too unmy d l  business' baviq to close their doors because oftbe 
lack of binow. Rathtr lbm b e  tbem close woulda't it be nice if we could get them 
buminow' to wd to be in (II s~ealing area The srnomt of lonely buildings along our 
dwvdwvn is growiqswith oacb passing day. Fill them up with coffee shops and deli's 
81 well = o r f m ~ s t o m .  

?kerefws, I bop I have given you eaougb reasons why I believe tbat we should 
Bpead mme time b y i q  to cr- an a r e a w  Lodi cm be proud of It can be done. 
€t'r be& dome in dot of orber citier. We just need Lodi to support it. 
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CHRIS ACEDO 

LODI CA, 95240 
805 S o  CHURCH STo 

LODI CITY C0UNCIL:CITY HALL 
ATTENTION: MR. JERRY OLENN,CITY PLANNER 
221 W.PINE ST. LODI CA, 95240 

TO MR. JERRY GLENN AND COUNCIL MEMBERS, 

My name is Chris Acedo and my current age is 13. 
I have been living in Lodi for 8 years. 1 am here before to 
tell you about the revision of Downtown Lodi. 

A f e w  ideas I have is to make more clothes dept. 
for teens.1 feel that Downtown's clothing stores are very 
poor selected. There are many clothing stores but allare for 
the elderly people. I belive the more stores for teens the 
more teens will come to Lodi. I was thinking of having Gap, 
foot locker,Toys'R'Us, or maybe even a Macy's.1 know it will 
cost a bit of money but i t  also means more income for Lodi. 

Secondly, we need more restaurants in Lodi. We do 
have O.K.  restaurants for example,Lyons and King Yin. Again 
we can have a Sizzler and a Red Lobster. True, parking is 
a problem but we can f i x  that problem by having an under- 
ground parking-Or another solution we c m  have for parking 
is an In and Out Buger. In and Out Gurger is a drive-though 
restaurant. There you don't need a parking space-Another 
problem w e  might haveare shoplifters or hold-ups. We can 
solve that problem by security. I f  w e  have security, we can 
have more jobs. 

1 would like to conclude this by thanking you for 
listening t o  my proposal. 

Again Thank You,  

Christopher Acedo 
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City Hail o t  ~ o P i  
Attention Yr. Jerry Glen; City p7anner 
221 W. Pine St. 
tOdi, CA 953SO 

Dear Mr. Glenn: ? : 

My name is Ro9in Richison. f am l? and currently 
in the 8t3 gratJe at St. Anne's School. I feel t h a t  the  eowntown 
area of is dying. f think that we s3oulfl make the downtown 
area a place OF more fun and interest for people of a l l  ages to 
enjoy. 

Lately, more stores have been W i l t  on t h e  outskirts 
of town. These stores are driving a l l  the business from t%e 
downtown area. There are also more stores keing built I n  Stock- 
ton. beople have to 8rive some distance to get to tbese stores. 
This is quite an inconvenience for t%e people OQ t,or'i.f feel 
that we coule attract a lot of attention to t h e  c'owntown area if 
we made it an open air mall. We coulP ctose ocf a section of 
School St. anfl put up a lot of  little unique shops an8 outfloor 
tcstaurants. Thjs woulCr mate it. an open a l r  mall. We especially 
rleer? shops for teenagers. There are no s%aps in the  i'owntown 
area now, that appeal to people my age. We s?oul* have a variety 
of crifferent syops that attract people of a l l  ages to e n j o y -  This 
would widely increase the popularity o f  eowntown to?i. 

Of course w i t ?  the popularity of down town 5 o d i  woule 
come more traffic. Since  the new an? revise8 3owntown waul? he an 
open air mall we coulfl mabe one h i ?  parking lot o f f  to t h e  siee. 
This would make t h e  streets less congesteP. 9s f o r  crime, w e  
coul? hire a lot of security guards to make coming to Powntown 
safe. T h f s  woulfi also create mote jobs for people w h o  so flesperately 
need them an$ give people a s i n e  of  security. 

So a s  you c a n ,  there are many waneercul an8 exciting 
poesjhllities for downtown r,o?i 's Peve\opFent.. mhanv you For 
your t ime. 
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248 River Meadows Dr. 
Woodbridge, CA 95258 
November 2,1992 

CityHALLOF Mi 
Attention: Mr. Jery Glenn, City Planner 
221 W. Pine St. 
Mi, CA 95240 

Dear City Council of Mi: 

I am writing to you’ today about the depletion of down Lodi. 

First of all their are no 3tores for teenagers in Mi, much less 
down town. I have to go all the way into Stockton to get the kind of 
clothes I want. Theirs nothing wrong with Stockton, but I feel we need 
to bring that business into Mi. The perfect place is down town. 

Second all the stores are going to the outskirts of town. In the 
last year Lodi has built a Walmart and a Target on the edge of town. 
Currently the city is building a Big 5 a Savemart and were moving 
J. C. Penny’s to the same far comer of Lodi. We need to move some of 
those big stores do 

Third their are no big stores down town. Especially with 
J. C. Penny’s their aren’t any even remotely big name stores in down 
town. What We need is a magnet. One or two big name department 
stom to attract a lot of people. Then when people shop at the big 
stores they will go into some of the specialty stores. Thus bringing 
more business to down town Lodi. 

I hope you take me and my classmates ideas into consideration 

BY CHRIS WATTS 
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773 RIVIERA COURT 
)IOODBRIDGE, CALIF. 95258 
OCT. 25,1994 

LODI CITY COUNCIL: C I l Y  HALL OF LODI 
ATTENT ON: MR. JERRY GLEN, CITY PLANNER 
221 d PINE ST. 
LODI, CALIF, 95240 

MY NAME IS J U L I E  GABRIELLI. I AM 13 YEARS OLD AND I HAVE 
LIVED I N  LODI FOR SEVEN YEARS. I LIKE LODI A LOT BUT I 
THINK THERE ARE A F W  CHANGES THAT CAN BE MADE IN THE DOWN- 
TdJN AREA. 

FOR ONE THING, THERE ARE SO MANY EMPTY BUILDINGS THAT ARE 
JUST TAKING UP SPACE. IF h/E COULD PUT SOME NEhr BUSINESSES 
THERE IT WOULD N O T  ONLY CREATE MORE JOBS BUT IT WULD ALSO 
DRAM PEOPLE D O W O W .  THERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT LODI 
DOESN'T HAVE THAT WE CAN PUT THERE. FOR EXAMPLE, LODI 
DOES'NT HAVE MANY SHOPS FOR TEENAGERS TO BUY CLOTHES. 
USUALLY HAVE TO GO ALL THE WAY TO STOCKTON TO GET SOMETHING 
WHEN IJE SHOULD BE ABLE TO GET IT IN.LODI.  M E  COULD ALSO USE 
A BIG DEPARTMENT STORE LIKE MAW'S OR GOTTSCHALKS. YOU 
MIGHT SAY THAT PARKING IS GOING TO BE A PROBLEM. WELL. 

WHILE I N  ANOTHER STATE I CAME U P  WITH A GOOD IDEA: ON MAUI 
THEY HAD A FEW HUGE PARKING LOTS. THEN THERE WAS A FEU 
RESTAURANTS SUCH AS HARD ROCK CAFE. AFTER PEOPLE ATE THEY 

WOULD WANT TO GO SHOPPING AND WALK AROUND A LITTLE TO BURN 
OFF SOME CALORIES. THEY COULD LEAVE THEIR CAR THERE AND 
JUST hRLK AROUND TO ALL THE DIFFERENT STORES. I THINK THIS 
doULD BE GREAT FOR LODI. 

WE 

I'M SURE MONEY IS GOING TO BE A PROBLEM. 
W U L D  BE WILLING TO DONATE MONEY FOR THIS. I'M SURE LODI 
HAS SOME MONEY TO SPEND ON THIS PROJECT OR MAYBE ME COULD 
HAVE A FUNDRAISER. IF A FEW CHANGES ARE MADE IN D?t/NTOVN 
LODI THEN IT WOULD BE AN EVEN BETTER PLACE TO BE. 

MAYBE SOME PEOPLE 

SINCERELY. 

J U L I E  GABRIELLI 





4 

4240 E. Acampo Road 
Acampo, CA 95220 

November 2,1994 

City of Lodi 
AT":  Mr. Jerry Glen 

221 w. Pine Street 
Mi, CA 95240 

Lodi City Planner 

Dear Mr. Glen: 

My name is Annie Zunino and I am an eighth grader, at St- Anne's School, in Lodi. 

I suggest that you make Lodi a better environment for people of all ages. You should have a 
large shopping mall downtown. You can put parking where the shelter is and maybe! put some 
cafes or restaurants close by. You should put Penny Lane where someone can see it, and you 
should also put in a "The Gap" where Woolworth's used to be, 

I encourage you to do this because we need to keep money in Mi. Every t h e  we ne=d to go 
shopping, my mom and I have to drive all the way to Stockton to the mall or Macy's. 

It's a waste! of time when we could just gn downtown. I would strongly appreciate you making 
Lodi a better place to shop. 

Sincerely , 

Annie Zunino 





200 S. Pleasant street 
Ladi,CA 95240 
October 19,1994 

City Hall of Lodi 
A l l N :  MI. Jerry Glenn, City Planner 
221 W. Pine Street 
Lodi,CA 95240 

Dear Council Members: 

I am a 14 years old and have come before you today to talk about our dying 
downtown whiih we need to renew to suit the needs for all citizens. 

I think we need to put Lodi back on the map for better shopping for all. This 
would also create more jobs, raise more money and would also raise the 
popularity of Lodi. Some of the many new stores we need to bring into Lodi are 
new clothes shops for all the ages, maybe a movie theater, fast food and/or 
restaurants. People don't really like running out to the curner of town when 
they could just run downtown to get anything they need. 

Ideas for parking might be underground parking, multi-level parking garages 
or just larger parking lots to suit the needs of many incoming consumers. 
Parking lots maybe put under buildings, streets or open lots. Mufti-level 
parking maybe put in place of another building, vacant lot or a parking lot. 





9004 B l u e G r a s s  Drive 

Stockton Ca. 952.10 

November 1, 1994 

At ten t ion  Mr. Jerry Glen ,  C i t y  P l a n n e r  
L o d i  C i t y  council  
221 w. P i n e  St. 
L o d i  Ca. 95240 

Dear L o d i  c i t y  c o u n c i l  members: 
My name is L i z e t t e  Macias. I am an e ig th  g r a d e r  at St. Annes 
s c h o o l .  I am w r i t i n g  y o u  t h i s  l e t t e r  because I t h i n k  we 
are l o s i n g  money a n d  b u s n e s s  i n  downtown L o d i .  I ask t h a t  
t h e  Lodi  c i t y  c o u n c i l  members make a n  e f f o r t  t o  improve 
downtown L o d i  a n d  make i t  a p l a c e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  off a l l  
a l l  ages c a n  v i s i t .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  s h o p s  i n  d o w n t o w n  L o d i  
do n o t  h a v e  a n y  c l o t h i n g  s h o p s  for p e o p l e  of o u r  age. 
Many p e o p l e  of L o d i  t r a v e l  t o  S tock ton  t o  go s h o p p i n g  because 
h e r e  i n  L o d i  t h e y  do n o t  h a v e  w h a t  t h e y  n e e d .  Now t h a t  
t h e y  h a v e  b u i l t  a Walmart on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of Lodi p e o p l e  
do n o t  n e e d  t o  go 20 downtown L o d i  a t  a l l .  They can joust 
go t o  Walmart were t h e y  c a n  buy  clothes,books,stationary, 
t a p e s , c d ' s , a n d  g r o c e r y s .  

We are  l o s i n g  a l o t  of money b e c a u s e  of downtown 
Lodi .  A l l  of t h e  money i s  g o i n g  t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of Lodi 
so we s h o u l d  b u i l d  s tores  l i k e  Macys,Wet S e a l  ,Cap,orMillers 
O u t p o s t .  I t h i n k  t h e y  wou ld  b r i n g  a l o t  of money t o  d o w n t o w n  
L o d i .  

I know w h a t  y o u r  t h i n k i n g  r i g h t  now. Where a r e  we 

g o i n g  t o  ge t  t h i s  m o n e y , w h e r e  a r e  we g o i n g  t o  p a r k  all 
of these ca r s .  Well I h a v e  a n  a n s w e r  t o  t h o s e  two questions. 
One,  we c o u l d  r a i s e  t h e  money I know p e o p l e  o f  L o d i  would 
d o n a t e  money.  The  o t h e r  is  t h a t  we c o u l d  b u i l d  under ground 
pa r k i  ng . 
t h a n k  y o u  a g a i n .  

Thank you f o r  y o u r  time, 1 hope  YOU use my suggestions 

L i z e t t e  Macias 

. . . .  
. .  
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200 So Pleasant Sto 

November 3, 1994 
Lodig CA. 95240 

C i t y  Hall 06 Lodi: Lodi C i t y  Council 
fittention: tlr. Jerry  Glen, C i t y  Planner 
Regarding: A change i n  the downtown area 
221 W. Pine 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Lodi City Council Hembers: 

tly name i s  K r i s t i n  Morone. I a m  th i r teen y e a r s  old, and 
cu r ren t l y  i n  the e ighth grade a t  St. A n n e ’ s  School. I +eel t h a t  
there needs t o  be a change i n  the  downtown area. I have lived i n  
Lodi +or the past e ight  years and i n  t h a t  time I have n o t  been 
downtown more than twenty times. 

The danntown area is dead. More stores have been b u i l t  on 
the  out s k i r t s  0.f town, drawing business away f r o m  the d o w n t o w n .  
A s  a r e s u l t  of; the  lack o f  business, more stores have r e l o c a t e d  
or have gone out o f  business. For  example W o o l w o r t h ’ s  ha5 
recent ly  closed and now J.C. Penney’s 15 moving t o  the out s k i r t s  
of  town. With a l l  the new stores l i k e  W a l - M a r t  and Target, t h e r e  
i s n ’ t  a need t o  go downtown. Lodi needs t o  change the downtown 
to draw the people back. Not on ly  would changes i n  the downtown 
draw people back i n t o  town, but i t  would a150 provide m o r e  j obs  
+or the  young adul ts  and unemployed people o f  Lodi. 

Imagine th is ,  i t ’ 5  a Saturday a f te rnoon  in June. Y o u  need to 
study f o r  your upcoming f i na l s ,  and you’re i n  despera te  need $or 
a graduation and confirmation o u t f i t .  Well, today you’ l l  be 
spending the day s i the r  i n  Stockton o r  Sacramento wearing out t h e  
malls. Wouldn’t l i f e  be easier i f  you could just run downtown 
and s t o p  by the Merry-Go-Round, then q u i c k l y  run i n t o  Lerners?  

An outdoor open-air m a l l  would be p e r f e c t  f o r  t h e  downtown 
of Lodi. Instead o f  having t o  run a l l  over Lodi to g e t  your- 
errands done, you could j us t  go downtown, saving you a l o t  OF 
time. An open-air mall Mould serve t h e  needs of a11 the people 
i n  Lodi, ~f you have the r i g h t  stores. F o r  example not all t h e  
k ids i n  Lodi have cars, and those tha t  do a r e n ’ t  just a l l owed  t o  
run t o  Stockton or Sacramento, so they can t o  downtown to get 
what they need. And what about the e l d e r l y  people i n  L o d i ?  Not  
all of- them have the t ime nor energy t o  be runn rng  a l l  over t o  
f i n d  what they need. The parents who have s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  don’t 
want t o  have to run a l l  over dragging t h e i r  s l e e p i n g  infant, and 
whining toddler w i t h  t h e m .  
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I$ you place the  r i g h t  s to res  i n  t h e  r igh t  place an open-air 
mal l  would r e a l l y  do a l o t  of good. Take .for example the K 
Street  H a l l  i n  Sacramento. They have every store you need: a 
bookstore, c lo th ing  stores, accessory stores, toy stores, 
housewares stores, etc. Lodi could do just as we11 i f  w e  t ired. 
A t  this po in t  i n  time what do we have downtown? Too many 
hairdressers, a l o t  of empty bu i ld ings,  a couple places to eat, 
and a qew stores t ha t  get a lot of business. W e  cauld change 
this. Lyon‘s is a hangout f o r  a l o t  o+ high school students, so 
i s  a l o t  o+ high school students are already downtown, why don’t 
w e  pu t  5-e s tores f o r  them downtown. For example Lerners, Wet 
Seal, and Contempo. The teenagers i n  Lodi attending j u n i o r  high 
w i l l  most l i k e l y  a lso  be a t t rac ted  t o  these stores, so w h y  hot 
put  other stores to a t t r a c t  them, +or example Tower  Records, an 
o l d  fashioned Ice Cream Parlor, and a sport store, .For example 
Pro Sports World. The co l lege s tudents m i g h t  also be a t t r a c t e d  
t o  these stores, so adding something .For t h e m  w o u l d  be usdul, 
+or example a Barnes & Noble bookstore, a s m a l l  delilcafe, and a 
cofFee house l i k e  Sa+ari. The parents i n  L o d i  are always l o o k i n g  
+or birthday presents, clothes f o r  themselves and the i r  kids, and 
they always need a place t o  escape t o  and rest. So why n o t  g i v e  
t h e m  t h e s e  th ings .  Let ’s  Celebrate, Chelsea’s, K i d s  R Us, and t h  
Disney Store, would serve the needs of t he i r  kids. For t h e m  
Squires, Macey’~ and a V ic to r i a  Secret would serve t h e i r  clothing 
need, but what about t h e i r  p lace to rest?  A nice quiet 
restaurant #or the night out would be perfect, like K i n g  T s i n ,  
and E l  Pajaro, and f o r  a family night out w h a t  about Chilli’s. 
For the business people Wright’s S t a t i o n e r s ,  and an O++ice M a x  
would serve t h e i r  needs. The woman l o o k i n g  f o r  h e a l t h i e r  foods 
could stop by Sherri ’s Sunshine N u t r i t i o n  Center, or Trader 
Joe’s. The  e lde r l y  i n  Lodi need somethinq for t h e m ,  what about a 
nice c lo th ing  s to re  w i th  clothe’s they need l i k e  Christensen’s. 

NOH tha t  you have heard m y  ideas, I would appreciate y o u  
th ink ing  about them. Thank you for your  time. 

S 1 ncere  1 y , 

e m -  
K r i s t i n  Morone 





1041 Miwok Dr. 
Lodi ,  Ca 95240 
November 2, 1994 

L o d i  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  C i t y  H a l l  o f  Lodi 
f i t tent  ion: M r .  J e r r y  Glenn  
221 West P i n e  Street 
Lodi ,  Ca 95240 

Dear Mr. J e r r y  Glenn, 

Hello t h e r e ,  my name is Jaime Myers. I'm thirteen years old and an 
8th g r a d e r  at S a i n t  6lnne.s School .  Lately 1,ve heard people 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  how t i r e d  t h e y  arm of  h e r r i n g  their t m n a g m  kids 
c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  how t h e r e  is no p l a c e  for t h m  to shop or honp out 
i n  t h e  downtown area. Sometimes t hey  even find their k i d r  
s t a y i n g  home on F r i d a y  (c S a t u r d a y  n i g h t s  because t h e r e  ir no place 
f u n  for k i d $  t h e i r  age. FI lot 0 ;  teenaqe kids, including myself, 
h a v e  talked a b o u t  how much f u n  it  would be to have a factory 
o u t l e t .  T h e  f a c t o r y  o u t l e t  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  a place for teenagers t o  
shop,  l i k e  a Gap, b u t  a lso some kind of food joint, like a 5 0 ' s  L 
60's hamburger  cafe", t h a t  t e e n a g e  k i d s  would enjoy hanging o u t  
at .  

I know i t  might  take a lo t  of h a r d  work and lots o f  time, but face 
i t ,  downtown L o d i  is d y i n g  and  t h i s  n e w  addition would bring more 
p e o p l e  h e r e .  I know I g e t  t i r e d  of g o i n g  t o  Stockton and 
S a c r a m e n t o  whenever  I need  something.  I also know it  can w o r k  
b e c a u s e  a lot p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s  want i t  to happen. Make Ladi  a 
more e x c i t i n g  p l a c e  and w e  w i l l  h e I p  you if you help us. Yeu 
m i g h t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is no place for t h i s  factory o u t l e t ,  but i f  you 
s h a p e d  up S a c r a m e n t o  Street, you c o u l d  put it where the old t r a i n  
s t a t i o n  is. T h a n k  you fo r  l i s t e n i n g  to w h a t  I have to say. Please 
at least c o n s i d e r  my p r o p o s a l .  

Sincerely, - 

Jaime Myer-s, St. Flnrte's School 
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9610 E Mtia Rcl. 
Acampo, CA 95220 
NoVcmber2,1994 

LRdi City Council 
A#cntion: Mr. Jerry Glenn, City Planner 
221 wtstpintstra-t 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Mr. Glenn: 

My name is Jenna Hammond and I am an aghth gradex at St. Anne's School. I am 
writing to suggest some ideas about how to make ow downtown more attractive to a 
variety of shoppers. 

To begii with people need better access to the downtown area. We only have two lane 
roads going into it now. If Sacramento Stnet was converted to four lanes from 
Kettleman Lane to hkeford Street people could filter in more easily. 

With m m  people coming into downtown Mi would need much better parking. As of 
now, the city of Lodi has "on street" parking that slows traffic and can make travel 
through the downtown area difficult. I am Praposing that the buildings on both sides of 
Sacramento Street be made into large parking facilities (as shown on the attached map). 
The parking lots would stretch from Lockeford Street to M i  Avenue. This amount of 
parking availability would be useful if and when Lodi connects with light-rail service. 

The area between the parking lot and School Street could be converted to an outdoor 
multi-use area which would include retirement living, specialty shops, recreation 
facilities, and a small park. With the recent inclusion of Lodi into the SMART bus 
system and M i ' s  Grapeline the area could be available to people throughout San 
Joaquin County. M i ' s  farming history and windgrapes could serye as a focal pint 
as well as a theme. 

I feel that a downtown renovation should also expand to the Eastside and other parts of 
Lodi that are deteriorating. It could actually act as a catalyst to improve all of central 
M i .  

I hope that you will give some consideration to my ideas as plans for the downtown 
area of Lodi are developed. 

J 
Jenna Hammond 




